
Women, youth, and Indi- 
genous farmers in Colombia 
and Peru face barriers to 
sustainable livelihoods. The 
Rainforest Alliance is equip-
ping them with the tools and 
skills to prevail.

Together with the Julius Baer 
Foundation, the Rainforest Alliance 
is working to strengthen the organ-
isational, economic, and productive 
capacities of small-scale coffee and 
 cacao farmers in the Amazon Basin 
 of Colombia and Peru. With a 
special emphasis on inclusion of 

•	 Amazon Basin, Colombia and Peru
•	 Project support: 2025 – 2028
•	 Grant amount: CHF 600,000 
•	 Upskilling and funding women and 

youth farmers from indigenous 
communities in Peru and producer 
committees in Colombia and 
connecting them with responsible 
coffee and cocoa buyers.

•	 Goal: Empowering underserved 
local communities while 
incentivising implementation of 
restorative, climate-resilient 
production practices and enabling 
access to better markets and 
robust contracts.

Quick facts

COLOMBIA AND PERU

women, youth, and Indigenous peo-
ple, the initiative fosters adoption of 
climate-smart regenerative farming 
practices – while providing credit 
access and implementing new infra-
structure such as cacao drying and 
fermentation units. These efforts 
promise to enable previously un-
derserved groups to improve their 
crop yields and meet the quality 
and volume requirements of more 
profitable international markets. In 
this way, the project aims to counter 
wealth inequality, promote equi-
table economic development, and 
protect biodiversity in this precious 
Amazon region.

From exclusion and obstacles… …to access and empowerment. 

In the Colombian and Peruvian 
Amazon, rural and native farming 
communities – especially women – 
lack technical assistance and access 
to responsible markets, perpetuating 
low-incomes and wealth inequality.

The Rainforest Alliance provides direct 
management and technical training 
to help formalise cacao and coffee 
producer groups, thereby ensuring 
women’s participation and assumption 
of key decision-making roles.

More information  
on un.org

Rainforest Alliance  — Climate-resilient cacao 
and coffee farming for an inclusive economy 



The Rainforest Alliance project will 
train at least 330 cocoa and coffee 
producers in climate-resilient  
regenerative agriculture and pro-
ductive restoration practices.

It aims to raise agricultural produc-
tivity by 30%, strengthen climate 
resilience, and increase incomes  
for over 300 farmers in Peru and  
Colombia by at least 15% from 
coffee or cocoa production.

In Peru, at least USD 600,000 
will be leveraged and specifically 
tailored to women-led agricultural 
enterprises thanks to new custom-
ised credit products as well as public 
grant programmes.

About Rainforest Alliance
Active in over 60 countries, the  
Rainforest Alliance is a non-profit  
organisation that enlists social  
and market forces to protect nature, 
improve the lives of farmers and 
forest communities, and create a 
sustainable world. Today, about eight 
million farmers and workers apply  
the Rainforest Alliance Sustainable 
Agriculture Standard (SAS) to pro-
duce coffee, cacao, and other crops. 

Fortifying people and nature 
•	 The biodiversity-rich Amazon basin in Peru and Colombia faces a growing 

crisis of inequality and ecosystem destruction, fuelled by deforestation for 
extensive cattle ranching as well as cultivation of illicit crops. 

•	 Rural communities here, especially Indigenous people and women, suffer the 
worst impacts of climate change and environmental harm, including soil 
degradation, droughts and extreme rainfall – these decrease their agricultural 
productivity and contribute to local food insecurity.

•	 Thanks to the support of the Julius Baer Foundation, the Rainforest Forest 
Alliance is developing and implementing a comprehensive approach that jointly 
advances social equity and restoration of nature.

•	 At its heart is regenerative agriculture, a powerful solution to the environmental 
and economic pressures faced by small farmers around the world, whether 
biodiversity loss or market instability.

•	 Project participants are trained in agroforestry, for example, which integrates 
maintenance of trees and cultivation of crops side-by-side – here cacao and 
coffee. This restores soils, promotes biodiversity, sequesters carbon, generates 
highly marketable yields, and much more.

More information about the 
Rainforest Alliance:  
rainforest-alliance.org

 “�Through this project, we hope to receive 
valuable training to improve our land, 
enhance coffee production, and have 
a better quality of life. As a farmer, I 
am committed to strengthening my 
technical skills and would like to learn 
more about regenerative agricultural 
practices.”  
Isabel Rojas Huamán from the Alto Vista Alegre de 
Shitariyaku Indigenous Community and President of 
the Lamasmanta Agroecological Association.

Do you feel inspired by the Rainforest Alli-
ance project and would like to support it? 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us! 
foundation@juliusbaer.com

OUTPUT OUTCOME HIGHLIGHT

Learn more about our mission 
and our projects on the Wealth 
Inequality Initiative platform. 

Contact
Julius Baer Foundation
Bahnhofstrasse 36, P. O. Box
8010 Zurich, Switzerland
Tel.: +41(0)58 888 4422
foundation@juliusbaer.com 
www.juliusbaer.com/foundation
www.wealth-inequality.net
IBAN: CH 94 0851 5072 8789 4200 9

Julius Baer Foundation  
Established in 1965 by Walter J. Bär (1895–1970),  
the Julius Baer Foundation has a long history of 
supporting diverse philanthropic initiatives. Today, our 
focus is on reducing wealth inequality by convening 
leading thinkers and actors on the topic and supporting 
projects worldwide that foster collaboration between 
individuals, groups and organisations across the wealth 
spectrum to create a world of equal opportunities.
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