
Turning off the plastic tap
A Plastic Planet (APP) is one of the most 
recognised and respected organisations 
tackling the plastic crisis. Founded by en- 
trepreneurs who recognise the power of 
business to create change at scale and at 
speed, it is uniquely solutions-focused  
and collaborative. APP works with leaders  
in industry, retail, media, education, the  
UN, and governments to inspire the world 
to ‘turn off the plastic tap.’

APP projects with potential to ‘prototype a 
new future’ include: A Plastic Free Aisle, 
Plastic Free PPE, and the Plastic Free Certi- 
fication Scheme. APP’s work directly with 
companies has already brought select con- 
sumer products to market in low – or 
no-plastic packaging.
 
But voluntary commitments from govern- 
ments and industry are not enough. If all cur-
rent commitments, including the EU Plastics 
Pact, were achieved, they would reduce 

ocean pollution by only 7% by 2040.1 APP 
therefore supports binding legislation to en-
sure producer responsibility and serves on 
the Stewardship Council of the Ocean Plas- 
tic Leadership Network, guiding stakeholder 
dialogues for the 2022 United Nations Envi- 
ronment Assembly, when a ‘Paris Agree- 
ment’ for plastics will be tabled.
 
PlasticFree.com: A Solutions Platform  
for Designers Worldwide
Since 2018, the Julius Baer Foundation has 
partnered with APP to launch two programs: 
a global competition to recognise compa- 
nies bringing fresh and innovative plastic free 
products to market, and the world’s first 
Plastic Free Materials Library, which links 
global brands and designers with sup- 
pliers of commercially viable plastic free 
packaging and solutions. 

We continue to support APP’s development 
of an expanded, more powerful version of 
the Materials Library called PlasticFree.com. 
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5 tonnes
Amount of CO2 created by 
every tonne of plastic produced. 
Plastic is a solid form of the 
carbon crisis. 

29 m tonnes
Predicted annual flow of plastic 
into the ocean by 2040 – triple 
the current rate – if no action is 
taken.



In light of economic, environmental, social, 
and legislative imperatives, businesses are 
looking for reliable, up-to-date data on 
plastic free alternatives and systems change. 
Deliberately designed to encourage lateral 
thinking that yields new solutions to old prob-
lems, the PlasticFree.com site will not only 
host the materials database, but will also con-
nect innovators, materials manufacturers 
and converters to designers, brands, retailers, 
and buyers. Enhanced content, including 
keynote articles from global experts and com-
missioned industry case studies on new 
materials providing proof-of-concept, will: 

•  empower the creative industry  
to design differently;

•  champion waste-free manufacturing 
solutions across supply chains;

•  encourage use of new, nature-friendly 
materials;

•  educate stakeholders and boost  
general knowledge; and

•  inspire systems change as the key lever 
towards more responsibly resource use.

PlasticFree.com will become self-sustaining 
through a subscription model with embedded 
analytics to track site traffic, geographical 
uptake and article readership.

Facts & figures
•  Without action, the annual flow of plastic 

into the ocean will almost triple by 2040, 
to 29 million tonnes per year. Industry and 
governments have the solutions today  
to reduce plastic pollution by ~80% below 
projected levels while delivering on so- 
cial, economic, and environmental objec- 
tives – if all system interventions are 
applied concurrently, ambitiously, and 
immediately.2

•  Plastic and the climate crisis are intrinsi- 
cally linked. Every tonne of plastic creates 
5 tonnes of CO2.3

•  Plastic is a petroleum product and plastic 
pollution is therefore a form of fossil fuel 
pollution. The Consumer Packaged Goods 
industry must share responsibility with the 
oil industry for plastic waste. 

•  Plastic production is forecast to increase 
by 40%, and plastic pollution to double, by 
2030. As renewable energy has decreased 
demand for fossil fuels, the oil industry has 
turned to cheap plastic production.4

•  Despite recent focus on increased plastic 
use in the Global South, the US remains 
the biggest exporter of plastic waste glob- 
ally. Europe ranks second. Per capita, the 
US creates the most plastic waste, 
followed by the UK.5

•  In the 1990s, Bullet Scientists established 
that pthalates, a group of chemicals com- 
monly used in plastic production, cause 
birth defects and impair reproductivity in 
laboratory animals.6 Plastic toxicity in 
humans has now been documented. Peer 
reviewed research on endocrine disrup- 
tive chemicals used to make plastic, their 
impact on human immune systems when 
they enter the blood stream, and their dis- 
proportionate affect on pregnant women 
and babies was published in 2020.7

For more information about  
A Plastic Planet, please visit: 
www.aplasticplanet.com

 “Plastic is a miracle product that we have misused. 
Instead of respecting this magical material, we have treated  
it like rubbish.”
A Plastic Planet has one goal – to eliminate the misuse of plastic, showing the way for other markets,  
and creating opportunities for innovation. The only answer is to Turn off the Plastic Tap.

Julius Baer Foundation 
For more than fifty years, the Julius 
Baer Foundation has dedicated 
itself to making meaningful and 
impactful contributions to society. 
The grant foundation of the 
Julius Baer Group was founded in 
1965 by Walter J. Bär to support 
all forms of art and culture, various 
sciences, and carefully selected 
charitable causes within Switzer-
land. The Foundation’s reach has 
extended along with the growth 
of the Group, and today it collab-
orates with partner organisations 
worldwide in the core areas of 
Wealth Inequality and Solutions 
Replacing Plastics.
 
How you can contribute 
Clients and employees of  
Julius Baer can support the 
Foundation.  
 
Your donation will be used  
specifically for the core area of 
your wish. IBAN:  
CH 94 0851 5072 8789 4200 9

Contact
Julius Baer Foundation
Bahnhofstrasse 36, P. O. Box
8010 Zurich, Switzerland
Tel.: +41(0)58 888 4422
foundation@juliusbaer.com 
www.juliusbaer.com/foundation
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